infection if they don't refrain from having sex until the wounds have fully healed and that women may find it more difficult to insist on condom use with circumcised men.
Given these concerns, the CNS calls for implementation schemes to be accompanied by public education as well as research that considers the behavioural and cultural factors that affect HIV transmission. Such research is already under way at various sites. At Orange Farm, a 5-year follow-up study of 30,000 people will look at how the implementation of a real circumcision campaign affects risk behaviours, and overall HIV prevalence in the population.
Tim Farley, an official in the WHO's HIV prevention team in Geneva, says he "absolutely agrees" with the CNS view, and the need for such research. "These are concerns that need to be studied, but they are not a reason to stop, " he says. "We must move ahead in the knowledge that there could be riskier behaviour. " "The impact of circumcision on HIV prevalence will depend on a host of social and cultural factors." and significance will be further ascertained by online comments and discussion by other scientists that are posted on PloS One's website after publication.
"The paper is total drivel, it should have been picked up in the review process," claims Tim Farley, an official in the World Health Organization's HIV-prevention team in Geneva. "And coming from PLoS One gives [the views in the press release] a public perception of validity. In public health there are severe dangers in such stuff getting through." "There are lessons to be learned from all papers that we publish; we are a young journal," says Chris Surridge, PLoS One's managing editor, adding that its peer-review model is constantly under refinement. "We are feeling our way."
In this case, the paper was reviewed by a member of PloS One's editorial board and one external referee. The review criteria of PLoS One are that "the data are sufficient to be published and the conclusions not radically overstated by the data," Surridge explains. "I hope we get some discussion of this paper [in the online post-publication comments]." 
